of mollifying Cocring and Hitler to bargaining with
Maisky and Molotoff. However his most acid critics
cannot call him a very stupid man, so, when the first
policy became horribly impossible the second line
might almost have seemed decent and desirable, lest
the two enormous Powers should unite to the disaster
of Western Europe. It is hardly to be imagined that
Halifax could swallow the propagandist nonsense
which alleged that the Union of Socialist Soviet
Republics was militarily a thing of straw.
Such then is the God-fearing nobleman whom many
are busily trying to groom for stardom. His record
and his character are impressive, but his speaking is
so unexciting and soporific that the public may look
to him in vain for the heady stimulant of democratic
eloquence. The proper specific might be supplied by
some of the men who might be his first lieutenants,, for
Lord Halifax has incurred no personal enmities and
could act as head of a Ministry of various and com-
peting talents. Like Baldwin he would unite and not
divide. "It is high time/3 say some, "that we again
had a Prime Minister in the Lords, where he would
be exempt from the rough and tumble of the Commons*
What better sounding-board could be found for the
careful utterances of the one man upon whose least
word such awful issues depend?" Thus, no doubt,
can the snub which may be in store for representative
government be speciously embellished.
Not only has Halifax allowed his generally temper-
ate habits to govern his tongue, but his public manners
are as courteous as his private deportment is agreeable.
His attitude on the front bench in the House of Lords
indicates his whole outlook of unprejudiced inquiry,
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